
Hong Kong-based designer Mona
Shroff launched her jewellery brand
in 2011. With 18 years of experience as

a designer creating in-house labels for
Selfridges (London), Gallerie Lafayette
(Paris) and 28 department stores across the
UAE, her aim is to enhance every woman’s
inherent beauty by designing and creating
accessories that are stylish, trendy and
affordable.

MMoonnaa SShhrrooffff,, wwhhoo ooppeenneedd IInnddiiaa’’ss mmoosstt
aawwaaiitteedd ffaasshhiioonn aanndd ggllaammoouurr eexxttrraavvaaggaannzzaa,,
IIIIFFWW,, sshhaarreess hheerr tthhoouugghhttss iinn aann eexxcclluussiivvee
iinntteerrvviieeww::

WWhhaatt pprroommpptteedd yyoouu ttoo aassssoocciiaattee wwiitthh
IIIIFFWW??

What prompted my participation is the
subject of lingerie. It is a unique, edgy and
taboo topic for a fashion show. But on the
other hand it is a multimillion dollar industry
where customers spend lavishly and don’t
talk about it. It is time that India has a
fashion show and brings awareness to the
mass market of the different kinds of styling,
designing and creativity of lingerie brands .

IInn aa hhuusshh--hhuusshh--ssoocciieettyy wwhhiicchh iiss ssttiillll
rreettiicceenntt aabboouutt iinnttiimmaattee wweeaarr,, hhooww ddoo yyoouu
pprrooppoossee ttoo bboooo tthhee ttaabboooo??

The only way to “Boo” is to have fashion
shows which become topics of conversation,
boldness , sexiness and that will help ease
out the shyness of this subject.Every woman
wants to look sexy and beautiful. We can
match accessories with lingerie and make it
more stylish, glamorous and elegant even
though it is behind closed doors. As what is
worn in the bedroom is also a major part of a
girl's personal life. 

“
”

Looking good 
underneath is 
important too
Booing the taboo. By Sudha Hariharan



YYoouurr sshhoowwiinngg aatt tthhee GGiioonneeee
FFaasshhiioonn WWeeeekk iinn 22001155 wwaass aapppprreecciiaatteedd
vveerryy mmuucchh.. CCoouulldd yyoouu tteellll uuss wwhhaatt
yyoouurr 22001177 lliinnee wwiillll bbee aabboouutt??

Thank you for your appreciation.
My pieces for 2017 will be based on
trendy but sexy look again as it is the
subject of the show. All my pieces are
hand-made with semiprecious stones
specially for the show. My pieces were
made in Philippines for this event.

HHooww ddooeess tthhee iinnttiimmaattee wweeaarr iinn
IInnddiiaa ccoommppaarree wwiitthh iittss ccoouunntteerrppaarrttss iinn
tthhee WWeesstt?? WWhhaatt aarree tthhee aarreeaass wwee nneeeedd
ttoo wwoorrkk oonn??

India cannot be compared with the
West at all as India is far behind in this
category and will take years to even
reach even 10 per cent of the West.
Women don't give much importance
to feeling and looking good
underneath. Girls can't discuss this
even with their mothers or get
guidance if required. What everyone
appreciates is the external looks and
the clothing which is so wrong. 

WWhhaatt aarree yyoouurr vviieewwss aabboouutt
tthhee rreessoorrtt//sswwiimmwweeaarr ffaasshhiioonn
sseeccttoorr ssiinnccee yyoouu hhaavvee
ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd iinn mmaannyy sshhoowwss??

Resort wear is the most trendy,
colourful and creative fashion as ‘Less
is More’ in that category. One can mix
and match to make the outfit look
trendy, comfortable and sexy. 

WWhhiillee aacccceessssoorriissiinngg ffoorr bbeeaacchhwweeaarr,,
""lleessss wwaass mmoorree"",, wwhhaatt wwiillll bbee tthhee kkeeyy
wwoorrdd,, ttrreennddss aanndd cchhaalllleennggeess wwhhiillee
ddooiinngg tthhee IIIIFFWW??

My mantra is - Less is more!
Different is me! That is why my pieces
are always very different, colourful,
edgy and create a statement when
worn. It fills the missing glam to the
outfit and completes the look, with an
effortless work.

TTeellll uuss aa lliittttllee aabboouutt hhooww yyoouu
ssttaarrtteedd ooffff ddeessiiggnniinngg jjeewweelllleerryy..

I am a Textile Designer, and passed
in scholorship from Sophia College
Mumbai. I worked as a designer at
Garden Silk for a few years until I
came to Hongkong and started
designing for Selfridges (London),

Gallerie LaFayette (Paris) and
28 department stores for 18

years until I launched my label in 2011.
in 2012, I did Lakme-fashion Show, and
was the accessory partner for Miss
India pageant, followed by many
shows all over India and internationally.
In 2016, celebrities wore my pieces at
the Oscar Red Carpet and at The
Grammys 2017. I have Hollywood and
Bollywood celebrites and actresses
wearing my pieces. 

DDoo yyoouu ffeeeell tthhaatt IIIIFFWW wwiillll bbee tthhee
hhaarrbbiinnggeerr ooff wwiiddeerr eexxppoossuurree ooff IInnddiiaann
iinnttiimmaattee wweeaarr oonn tthhee gglloobbaall ssttaaggee??

IIFW is breaking all barriers and
someone has to take the initiative,
break this hypocrisy and step forward.
I am happy that IIFW is taking this
bold step, and that is why I am
supportive of their fashion show. 
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Mona’s collection at Gionee Beach Fashion Week 2015

We

IIIIFFWW IISS BBRREEAAKKIINNGG AALLLL
BBAARRRRIIEERRSS AANNDD
SSOOMMEEOONNEE HHAASS TTOO
TTAAKKEE TTHHEE IINNIITTIIAATTIIVVEE,,
BBRREEAAKK TTHHIISS
HHYYPPOOCCRRIISSYY SSTTEEPP
FORWARD. I AM HAPPY
THAT IIFW IS TAKING
THIS BOLD STEP, AND
THAT IS WHY I AM
SUPPORTIVE OF THEIR
FASHION SHOW. 

Your smile will give you a positive
countenance that will make people

feel comfortable around you.


